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vessels very lightly armed, their towns unforti
fied.

But Drake went faster by sea than their news
by land. Every vessel was overhauled, taken,
searched, emptied of its treasure, and then sent
back with its crew and passengers at liberty.
One day a watering party chanced upon a Span-
iard from Potosi fast asleep with thirteen bars
of silver by him. The bars were lifted quietly
and the Spaniard left sleeping peacefully. An-
other Spaniard suddenly came round a corner
with half a ton of silver on eight llamas. The
Indians came off to trade; and Drake, as usual,
made friends with them at once. He had already
been attacked by other Indians on both coasts.
But this was because the unknown English had
been mistaken for the hated Spaniards.

As he neared Lima, Drake quickened his pace
lest the great annual treasure ship of 1579 should
get wind of what was wrong. A minor treasure
ship was found to have been cleared of all her
silver just in time to balk him. So he set every
stitch of canvas she possessed and left her driving
out to sea with two other empty prizes. Then
he stole into Lima after dark and came to anchor
surrounded by Spanish vessels not one of which